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even in Palestine,1 than with the mere diffusion of any single
one of them. I have already pointed out that at the time in
question Palestine was swept by many varied currents of
thought.
If, for instance, we stress the resemblances between Essenism
and Parseeisrn, viz. the frequent baptisms, the white garments,
the veneration—if not worship—of the sun, the rejection of
bloody sacrifices and the practice of magic, it must be remem-
bered, before we draw conclusions from them, that the whole of
Judaism had been under Persian influence at the time when
Israel was under the domination of the Great King. Hence,
such Persian influence as appears may be purely secondary in
character, amounting to no more than a further development
confined to certain specific points.2 Similarly, even if we are
prepared to admit the influence of the Pythagorean rule, it is
not necessary to suppose that this was direct.
Reuss and Nicholas, who reject any explanation of Essenism
as due to the penetration of foreign ideas, see in it a phenomenon
sufficiently explained by the usual considerations of religious
psychology.3 For them the Essenes were Jews whose fervent
piety could not be satisfied by the national religion, even
supplemented by the teaching of the Synagogue. Certain of
the devout would at first have formed groups, and cultivating
together a mystical discipline, would have constituted a kind of
collegium pietatis. The form of life thus established would gradu-
ally have expanded, become more comprehensive and regularized.
Thus we come back to the point of view already described,
which regards the Essenes simply as extreme Pharisees, at
once more mystical and more logical than the generality of
their brethren, more deeply rooted than they in the prejudices
of their religion and race, and who anticipated exactly the
famous secessi de populo of Tertullian.
Such considerations are by no means unreasonable, and
may, indeed, contain a large measure of truth. At the same
time, they scarcely take sufficient account of the form which
the Essene reaction took, the organization which it adopted, and
the extraneous ideas and practices into which it seems to have
settled down. It is more probable that these men, so strangely
1	Julieher, in EB, Essenes, § 7.    Contra, Lagrange, in. LI, 323, who
cannot believe that ^ a sect is . . * formed by collecting and combining
elements from different sources."    But this is not quite what is suggested,
and in any ease P. Lagrange accepts Pythagorean influence, cf. 325 jf,
2	LXXV, ii, 582.     This author believes in a basic Greek influence,
and attaches great importance to the Lebensideal of the followers of
Pythagoras.
3	See in particular CCLXXX, 80.
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